Why It Matters
The Unique Cornerstone of Our Faith
1 Corinthians 15:17-18

Group Discussion
As a group, determine the top 2 reasons why you are positive that Jesus
Christ really got up and really walked out from the tomb alive.

Reason #1:

Reason #2:

Are your reasons subjective or objective?
Question 1: Is resurrection even possible?

Question 2: Why would a resurrection matter?

Question 3: Is it possible to prove there was a resurrection?

Narrowing the scope

A is a dynamic specialized event that nature
is incapable of producing...

...that temporarily supersedes or appears to supersede the normally
observed known pattern of nature...

...and is brought about by the power of God or another supernatural
agent...

...for the purpose of verifying or drawing attention to a person or
message.

What question does this answer?
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Philosophical Arguments for the Possibility of a Miracle Philosophical Arguments for the Possibility of a Miracle

The Argument (Kalam) The Argument (Kalam)
1. Everything that begins to exist has a cause. 4. Everything that begins to exist has a cause.
2. The universe began to exist. 5. The universe began to exist.
3. Therefore, the universe has a cause. 6. Therefore, the universe has a cause.
This cause must be timeless, spaceless, and powerful. This cause must be timeless, spaceless, and powerful.
The Argument The Argument
1. The universe exhibits intricate order and purposeful design. 4. The universe exhibits intricate order and purposeful design.
2. Design implies the existence of an intelligent designer. 5. Design implies the existence of an intelligent designer.
3. Therefore, the universe must have been designed by an 6. Therefore, the universe must have been designed by an
intelligent being. intelligent being.
The Argument The Argument
1. If objective moral values and duties exist, there must be a 4. If objective moral values and duties exist, there must be a
universal personal lawgiver. universal personal lawgiver.
2. Objective moral values and duties do exist. 5. Objective moral values and duties do exist.
3. God is the best explanation for a universal personal lawgiver. 6. God is the best explanation for a universal personal lawgiver.
These three arguments together provide the philosophical framework for These three arguments together provide the philosophical framework for
confidence in the belief of an “external intelligent source” who is confidence in the belief of an “external intelligent source” who is

powerful enough to act miraculously and purposefully in human history. powerful enough to act miraculously and purposefully in human history.



